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And walk in love, as Chrift alſo bath loved us, and 
bath given himſelf for us, an offering and a ſa- © 


j. crifice to God for a feert ſwelling Javour, 


HE love of Chriſt is the WET KD of | 
angels. The love of Chriſt js tbe 
ſudject of the triumpbant ſongs of the ſaints — 
above. The love of Chriſt is the joy 4 


ſaints below. The apoſtle Paul not only 


enforced every moral duty by evangelical — 
motives, but embraced every opportunity © BE 25 1 
1 of: treatiug upon the love of Chriſt. Phe I 
1 e of Chriſt ſhould be the 155 lünen I 


A 2 


1 * ele e _ * 
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wich the Father; God over all, and bleſſed 


4 THOUGHTS UPON 
of our religious converſation, and the dar- 
ling theme of our pious meditation. 1 


| Propoſe therefore, for my own benefit, 


and for the benefit of a tew of mine aC- 


quaintances, 


I. To employ. a few 3 vpon the 


heavenly Lover, Jesvs CHRIST, 


II. To confi Jer the freedom of * love; 


Isle hath loved us men, and us ſinners. 


III. To confider this wonderful effect 
of his love, He hath given himſelf for us, 


an offering and a ſacrifice. 


IV. To confider, whence it is that the 


offering and facrifice of Chriſt is a ſweet⸗ 
ſmelling ſavour unto God. 


tir To dra Ge inferences 


from the ſubject. 


— 4. 1 am to employ a few thoughts upon 
the heavenly Lover, JIEsus ChRIST. 


He is truly and properly God; God equal 


for 


ſor evermore; one in eſſence, and in will 
and aſſection, with the Father and the Eter- 
nal Spirit. This is evident from the fol- 
lowing conſiderations. 1. The perfections 
of God are aſcribed to him: for JE Ho- 


vA himſelf ſaith of him, My name is 
tion is aſcribed to him; for © by him,” faith 
4c made, 
« thing made that was made.“ 3. Preſervation 


by him all things conſiſt,” 4. The wor- 


ETERNAL FATHER, « bringeth the Kri- 4 


REDEEMING LOVE. 5 


in him;” and he faith of himſelf, « Be- 
« fore Abraham was, I AM *,” 2. Crea - 


the Spirit of inſpiration, ** the worlds were 
and “ without him was not any 


is aſcribed to him; for © he“ faith an inſpir- 
ed apoſtle, © is the Saviour of all men,” and 


ſhip, adoration, and praiſe of angels and 
men, is due to him; for © when he” the 


«« begotten into the world, he ſaith, Let all : 
„ the angels of God worſhip him ;? and i it 5 
is the revealed will of the F ather, « That 


IT all 


* I AM, is the incommunicable name. ab gel 7 1 . 7 
and denotes his being the ſelf. exiſtent, kn — 
ent, and all- ſufficient Jehovah, — GS ibs | 


* 


N 
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all men ſhould honour the Son, even as 
cc they honour the Father.” : 

II. I am to confider the freedom of his 
love. He hath loved us men, and us fin- 


ners. 1. He hath loved us men. Man- 
kind is the loweſt order of the rational 
creation, ſo far as we know. Angels are 
originally creatures of a far nobler nature, 


and a far higher order, than we. Yet he 


took not hold of the nature of angels, but 


of the ſeed of Abraham. 2. He hath 
loved us fi nners, who have trampled upon 


his authority, and broken his law; who 


have plunged our ſelves into miſery, and 


expoſed ourſelves to eternal miſery; who _ 


could not extricate ourſelves out of miſery, 
and were neither pitying ourſelves, nor aſk- 


ing pity from him, but going on in a con- 
tinued courſe of rebellion againſt him. God, 
indeed, at firſt, made man after his own i- 
mage in knowledge, in righteouſneſs, and in 


true holineſs. He placed him in Eden, a gar- 
den planted by his own right hand, where he 


enjoyed all the comforts of life, and had ſweet 
Intercourſe and communion with his Maker. 


He 
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8 le entered into a covenant with him, where- 
SF by life and happineſs might have been ob- _ 
tained, or rather retained, had man kept the 


covenant. Man broke the covenant, diſ- 
2 honoured his Maker, threw of his allegi- 
f ance to the ſovereign Majeſty of heaven and 


earth, plunged himſelf into an abyſs of. 
miſery, and expoſed himſelf to eternal in- | 
i expreſſible miſery and woe. Our under- |} 
ſtandings are now by nature darkned, yea 
darkneſs itſelf. Our wills are corrupt and 
perverſe. Our affections are miſplaced and 
[ irregular. We are by nature children of the 
. wrath of an infinite God, and heirs of the 
f torments of an everlaſting hell; dead in 
tre ſpaſſes and ſins; rebels up in arms againſt 
God, and going farther and farther from 
the God of our life, and the author of all 5 
our mercies. And in this wretched, this 5 15 1 
miſerable, this helpleſs condition we be 4 
when Jeſus Chriſt, the ſon of God, mani 
feſted his love to us. But this leads me 4% 
the next thing to be conſidered. 


4 


III. I am to conſider this vondefful elle 
of his love, He hath given himſelf for us, 


8 THOUGHTS UPON 
an offering and a facrifice.---1. He hath 
given himſelf, that is, his ſoul and his body, 
for us. He hath poured out his ſoul in a- 

gonies under the avenging wrath of God, 
and bis life in death under the curſe of a 
broken covenant. His face was defiled 
with ſpitting. His head was pierced with a 
crown of thorns. His back was torn with 
laſhes. His hands and feet were pierced 
with crue] nails, His ſide was pierced with 
the ſoldier's ſpear. His ſou] was pierced 


through with many ſorrows. The ſword of 
divine juſtice went deep into his ſoul, and 


had awful effects upon his body :---witnels, 3 
: his declaration unto his diſciples, © My ſoul is * 
. t exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death: * 40 
3 witneſs, his proſtration in the garden,“ He 3 
K «« fell on his face: '..-witneſs, the weighty 3 
drops of blood which diſtilled from his body, 5 
and fell to the ground; © His ſweat was as 3 
it were great rape of blood falling down 1 . 
* to the ground :”---witneſs, the ſtrong cries | | 


vp and many tears which he offered up to bis 
 :- Father, © Now,” ſays he, „is my foul 
„ troubled, and what ſhall I ſay? Father 
3 „. fave me from this hour,” O my Fa- 
3 « ther, 


* . 1 — * , 
* SO x4 , 
Fs. - A 


REDEEMING LOVE. 9 
*« ther, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs 
« from me.” In the time of his greateſt 
_ outward ſufferings, his Father, and his God, 
hid his face from him: not one ray of com- 
fort came from him to the ſou] of his only 
| begotten and beſt beloved Son, which made 
him cry out on the croſs, © My God, my 
% God, why haſt thou forſaken me! T 
2. He hath given himſelf for us. 'This 
| intimates his willingneſs to ſuffer for us. 
% No man,” faith he, © taketh my life 
„from me; but I lay it down of myſelf. 
«« have power to lay it down, and I have 
« power to take ir again: this commandment 
« have I received of my Father. I 
have, faith he, « a baptiſm to be bap- 
de tized with, and how am I ſtraitned till it 
« be accompliſhed.” Speaking of his laſt 
paſſover he faith, © With defire have I de 
« deſired to eat this paſſover before I ſuffer? * 
When Peter would have diſſwaded him from 


* 4 


ſuffering, he rebuked him ſharply, ſaying, .* 


« Get thee behind me Satan, for thou ſa- 
% voureſt not the things that be of God, but 
„the things that be of men,” When 
8 5 he 
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he uttered theſe amazing words, “ Now is 
„ my foul troubled, and what ſhall I ſay ? 
Father fave me from this hour”---he im- 
b mediately added, “ But for this cauſe 
« came I] unto this hour,” When he cricd 
ww bis Father, O my Fatker, if it be 
* poſſible, let this cup paſs from me“. 
he immediately added, . Nevertheleſs, not 
' as | will, but as thou wilt.” He ſaid 
unto Jadas the traitor, as he ſat at meat 
with him, “That thou doſt, do quickly,” 
He ſaid unto his diſciples, when they ſcem- 
ed to linger in the houſe, after he had eaten 
his laſt paſſover, inſtituted the ſacrament of 
the ſapper, and given ſuitable inſtructions 
to them, © As the Father gave me command- 
„ ment, even ſo 1 do: ariſe, let us go 
* hence.” He met the multitude that came 
to apprehend him, and told them, That be 
was the perſon whom they ſought, When 
Peter ſmote a ſervant of the high prieſt, 
and ſcemed as if he would have proceeded 
further, in order to reſcues his Miſter out 
of the hands of thoſe that ſought his life, 
and thirſted for his blood, he ſaid, © Pat 


„% up thy ſxord into the ſheath, The cup 
& which 
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„ which my Father hath given me, ſhall ! 


& not drink it.” When he was accuſed of 


many things before Pontius Pilate the 


Roman governor, he anſwered not a Nord. 
In ſhort-—It was abundantly evident from 
the tenor of his behaviour after he entre 


upon his public miniſtry, that he had it ſtill 


in his eye, and upon his heart, to lay down 
bis life for his ſheep. 3. He hath given 
himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice. 


He hath ſubſtituted himſelf in our law- room, 
and born the puniſnment that was due to our 


fins. He hath become our ſurety, our goel, 
our near kinſman, He hath obeyed the law 
in our room. He hath ſuffered, ang bled, 


and groan'd, and died, in our ſtead. EST 
For us he liv'd, and in our ſtead he 47 - TE 


When we reflect upon the offering and 


ſacrifice which Jeſus Chriſt made of himſelf, 
we are to conſider his ſufferings, as they 
ſtand connected with his obedience, in the 
ſcheme of our redemption. I proceed to 


the next thing in the method. 


by 


IV. I am to conſider, whence it is that the 
offering and ſacrifice of Chriſt is a ſweet. 


boy 
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ſmelling ſavour unto God.---If his buman 
nature had not been ſpotleſs and pure, God 


would never have accepted it as a ſacrifice. 
If it had not been united to the divine na- 
ture, God would never have accepted it as 
| ſacrifice for us, and in our room. But 


the holy human nature of Chriſt, conſidered 


as in perſonal union with his divine nature, 
js a ſweet - ſmelling favour unto God, 1. As 
it is a ſacrifice that was offered up, out of 
love to, and in the room and ſtead of his 
people. God not only loves Chriſt for his 
oon ſake, and his people for his ſake; but 

he alſo loves Chriſt becauſe he loveth hem, 
and hath laid down his life for them. 2. As 
it magnifies the law, and makes it honour- 


able; as it brings more honour to the 


GREAT LEGISLATOR, than the eternal 
torments of all the damned can ever do, or 
than the perpetual obedience of all creatures 


could ever have done. When he was made 


under the-law, the greateſt honour was put 
upon the divine law that ever was, or ever 


will be put upon it. Sin is an infinite evil, 
nit is againſt an infinite God: and the ſuf- 


ferings 
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REDEEMING LOVE. 13 


ferings of the damned to eternity are but 


. 
* ow : 


ES 


finite ſufferings, as they are finite creatures 
that ſuffer; and ſo cannot ſatisfy the juſtice 
of God for an infinite offence. But here 


is a ſufferer who is truly divine. The 
GREAT GOD is our Saviour, 1 come to 


the laſt thing propoſed. 


LASTLVY. I am to draw ſome inferences 
fromt he ſubjeR.---1. What manner of love 
hath the ETERNAL SON of the Eter- 
nal Father beſtowed upon us, that he 
hath given himſelf for us, an offering and 
a ſacrifice! The love of Chriſt in giv- 
ing himſelf for us, infinitely excels every . 


thing that bears a faint reſemblance to "iy 
here below. Scarcely for a righteous man 


70 will one die; yet peradventure for a good 


« man,” a man who is an eminent bleſſing © 
to ſociety, 60 ſome will even dare to die 4. 


« but God commended his love towards us 


% in that while we were yet ſinners,” ene- 


mies to him in our minds, and by wicked 
works, „ Chriſt died for us.” No mani- 
feſtation of divine love towards angels, or 


towards arch · angels, ever equaled that of 


the. 


14 THOUGHTS UPON 
the Saviour to his people. He paſſed by 
the angels that fell: and they are reſerved 


in chains under darkneſs, unto the judg- 


ment of the great day, He indeed con- 


firmed the angels of light and glory that kept 


their firſt habitation : but he obeyed the law 
in the room of mankind ſinners ; he died, be 
died on a croſs; he ſaffered a dreadful eclipſe 


of his Father's countenance, and bore a preſ. þ ph, 
ſure of divine wrath which was more than ſuf- aj 


| ficient to have ſunk all the angels in heaven, 
and men on earth, to the loweſt hell; for the 4 


redemption of his church and people among «@«\; 


mankind. 2. As the work of man's redemp- | 


tion, was too difficult for any mere creature 


in heaven, or on earth; fo the glory of re- 5 
- demption-work, was too great for any of the * 


princes on earth, or of the potentates of hea- | 
ven. The glory of obeying the divine law 
in the room of thouſands and ten thouſands. 
of the human race, and ſatisfying divine juſ- 


tice for innumerable offences againſt an in- 
finite God, and of thus bringing in a rigb- 
- teouſneſs that will prove laſting as the day: 


ci. db eternity, was certainly too great for any 0 he ſaints, 


_ SEyvex 


larly ſome 


4 


REDEEMING LOVE. 1g. 
the univerſe not above the rank of creatures. 


2. If the offering and ſacrifice of Chriſt is a 
Focet-ſmelling ſavour unto God, it ſhould 


de a ſweet⸗ ſmelling ſavour unto us. We 
Anhould acquieſce in JeHovamns device of 
1 Pving ſinners thro” the merits and mediation 


his dear Son, as a contrivance every way 


"Worthy of its glorious Author; and ſhould. 


feek ſalvation, only 1 in the way that God is 


{- iP aled to beſtow it. 4. What dreadful 


1 inconceivable torments ſhall be 


inflicted on thoſe who flight the love, and 
: Wit the ſacrifice of Chriſt! If he that 


9 geſpiſed Moſes law, died without mercy; 
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ure 
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law 
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df how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he 
« he thought worthy, who hath troden un- 


oe der foot the Son of God, and hath counted 


* the blood of the covenant,” wherewith 
m ind ſinners are ſanctified, “an unholy 


«« thing, and hath done deſpite unto the Spi- 


« rit of grace, who applies the WY 
of Chriſt't - Nai 
SBVERAL other inferences, and particu- 
larly ſome reſpecting love to Chriſt, love to 
the n, and love to all that are partakers 


of 


of the ſame nature with ourſel „ m i 
5 have been drawn from the ſubject: bart will 
1 chaps, 1 in a meditation, afterwards c conſider} 
EE at is that love wherein we ſhould 
walk. 2. What | 1s implied i in our walking i 
Mea 3. How do the love and ſacrifice of 
C briſt, when known and believed, diſpole} 

| in love,------------In the mear 
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